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Coburg. Nemours was averted by a threat of war from
England. Grey and the Cabinet were firm; Palmerston
spoke amiably to " old Tally " of activity at Portsmouth;
and the French, inclined at first to put by the proffered
crown with something of Caesar's gentleness, accelerated
their refusal. The field was clear at last for Leopold; and
fortified by the advice of Stockmar, the judicious widower
waited sedately at Marlborough House.

The world was changing round him. On a March evening
' a little fellow not weighing above eight stone ' engaged the
attention of the House of Commons, when Lord John
Russell introduced the Government's Reform Bill. In the
long debate Whigs cheered incredulously, astonished squires
tore Tory passions to shreds, and Palmerston, who had
already made his Parliamentary dffiut as Foreign Secretary
in a statement on Belgian affairs interposed rather inconse-
quently in an Army debate, defended Canningite consistency
on Reform. Had not Mr. Huskisson's career been sacrificed
to his reforming instincts upon the East Retford Bill?
The case of Mr. Canning was more awkward, since he had
quite notoriously opposed Reform; and, confronted with
his utterances, Lord Palmerston frankly confessed to a
change of opinion which, he boldly argued, would equally
have carried Mr. Canning into the ranks of the Reformers.
But his reforming ardour was distinctly temperate. He
was already pressing Grey to make concessions in the Bill,
and he had little taste for the heroic prospect of a General
Election upon Reform. His disquiet found expression in a
letter to Lansdowne, in which he stated his alarm at " Dur-
ham's violent and intemperate Counsels ... he looks only
to triumph on a particular Measure, totally reckless of the
consequences, which may be produced by the Means he
would employ to gain his victory; or at least if he does
look beyond the Struggle of the Moment, he is much bolder
and more confident than I am. I confess I could not go
gayly and carelessly to a Dissolution in the present state of
England and Ireland. ... In England at all events it would
array against each other in fine conflict in a contest upon
Principle great masses of the Community, and the different